
Being a missionary in Mexico during the pandemic

Hello from Oaxaca!

Well we are almost finished with week 14 of our social distancing/lockdown/quarentine (whichever 
one you refer to this time as) here in Mexico. Since the cases have seriously spiked to 3,450 as of 
yesterday, nothing has opened up even slightly. So here we are – enjoying (or enduring at times) plenty 
of family time at home. Fortunately I can still get comfy in our office to get some desk work done 
which includes keeping in contact with our friends in the village, analyzing tone data that I have, enter 
data into two different linguistic data bases, and cut and study morphemes smallest meaningful unit in 
a language) from our data,etc. 

 Earthquake!

While I was sitting down to write this newsletter, a strong earthquake hit us. The epicenter was about 
four hours away on the coast of Oaxaca. It registered a 7.4 and did plenty of damage here in Oaxaca as 
well as on the coast. Thank the Lord that we are fine and our house is as well. There were mudslides and 
some indigenous communities near the coast had plenty of damage but we haven´t heard about loss of 
life yet. There was a tsunami warning and apparently tsunami waves but I have not read of any damage 
due to that yet.

Health issues adding up

Last week I had a terrible UTI that came on suddenly and worsened very quickly so that I was very 
feverish and weak, and lost control of my bladder. I had never had this issue before so it was a very 
painful and worrisome issue to have when you have to drive twenty minutes to a specialist through the 
city. I also was diagnosed with an advanced ulcer and have had to have many labs and tests done to make 
sure there is nothing that is even worse that is causing this. I had some other tests done today and she said 
that it is not cancer but she still has to do an ultrasound to make sure there are no cysts, etc on my uterus, 
etc. One of the tests showed that I am anemic so Victor is out now at the pharmacy for my iron pills as 
well as the rest of my antibiotics. While I was at the doctors today I coughed a few times and she stopped 
and asked me if I had a cough. I told her I had had a cough for three months but our general family Dr. 
had not been worried that it was Covid-19 and treated me with antibiotics which seemed to help the fever 
and chills but the cough stayed.  So she promptly wrote me out an order to go the the only lab in the city 
that is approved to do the Covid-19 test. 
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I have 4-5 procedures to get rid of the ulcer that I have coming up. They will be every 
40 days until it is gone. As you can imagine, we have severely depleted our savings and 
have no health insurance so we are relying on our Provider as always in times of need. 
Since we came here underfunded due to Victor not being able to get to the US to help 
do partnership development, we definitely are praying that the Lord will bless us 
through any generous donations. It is an uncomfortable feeling not to have health 
insurance and to be on the mission field underfunded, but we have always trusted in 
our God to keep us here and to be obediant to His calling no matter what. So we would 
definitely welcome any financial gifts to help us with these unexpected health 
procedures,

As always, keep our friends in San Pedro in your prayers. We are sure that God is working through 
this very frustrating time and that our dedication to this ministry is not going to waste during these 
months of lock down here. Feel free to check out our Facebook page under Familia Chavez to find 
a video of the Christian persecution that happens here in Oaxaca and Chiapas as well as other states. 
We are blessed to be here and a part of the missionary community here. Thank you for being on this 
journey with us. We know that these times are even more uncertain, which make us want to keep our 
eyes on the prize even more if that were possible.  

To help us continue this ministry by getting us closer to our goal of $2,500 USD a month, there 
are various options : send a check written out to Ripe For Harvest with our account #324 on the 
memo line (or our names) and send it to Ripe For Harvest , P.O. Box 487, Monument, CO, 
80132.    If you would like to send gifts with a credit or debit card please go to 
www.ripeforharvest.org and click on the donate button at the top right corner of the page. 
 There is a new format for doing so to make the process easier.  
   With love in Christ...Victor, Rebecca, Jashlyn, Evi and Masha!


